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By the Way— 

“ How is it possible to get any rest t I am always wanted-, he 
„ 0 „s are so '"cessant-by the end of the day I am quite used ,,,'q 
mothers say this already, and when the /Wy R„ im has mlde ' 
still more how great are our responsibilities, shall we feel it less > “if al 
the world would but agree to know a little less”- a sentiment of a schoolboy 
which still in these days of progress escapes from us sometimes, at any rate 
with regard to “ doing.” We are in danger of being frittered away by the 
pressure of “ small things. But may I mention one small practical experi- 
ment to which, more than to any doctor, I believe I owe a rescue from the 
•edge of the precipice. It is very simple. Tie a handkerchief on the handle 
of the door . Why should it be the privilege only of men to “ sport your 
oak”? It is the feeling of being always “ on duty” which is driving us to 
despair. But let it once be clearly understood by servants and children 
that rest is the just and rightful claim of the mother, and the signal will be 
respected. The little pattering feet will trip softly by. The servants will 
turn and manage for themselves. In a dark, still room the ragged ends of 
life will be knitted up, and the jagged nerves will recover themselves, and 
at the next family meal “ Mother has had her rest” will be a thought to 
bring gain and not loss. E. H. I). 


The point upon which I would say a few words is one which concerns all 

thinking mothers. 

In small families the feeling of indefinite nervous feai in young chile ren 
is sometimes stronger than in families of eight or ten. 

I have myself the clearest recollection of a certain Sunday night when 
the old nurse was allowed to go out, and the most reliable fema e serva *\. 

the cook — agreed to sit in the nursery till we fell asleep. ei . e . 

two of us in that London nursery — I was five and my ’ youn to ei j 

she soon fell asleep, but I was haunted all night by t e eb Deop i e w ho 

me. Sbe held my little httnd it, hem, mid gently ; informed me of people^" 
entrapped little children, and killed them, and then 1 ^ in ollr 

into castor oil 1 This old-fashioned medicine “ e«r be 

nurse’s cupboard, and in silent tiembling w rhildren 1 The cook 

called upon to assist with my bones in dostng ° e . 

was an excellent woman, and thought she was rea j t j s t ] 10 se of a 

It is not the really neglected children ° *»u f r j en ds, and 

quiet, reticent disposition, who do not easi y b P et resD ect, feel that they 
Who, while they are happily cared for in every other resp 




THE 


WAV. 



. th _ other seven, suffered from nervous 
one fi' e and akness. They slept in two little beds 
T»vo li«> c boys, constitut ional w« wa , nut tre e. Here the birds nested, 
terrors at nigh - stood an ^ one su mmer s night, the younger 
facing a w ere lons ,. Hirhe d and anxious face. He said i n a 

mother bird?- “Yes," said 

- “ " dl ™- 

" as sin inin n g the matter. t0 me, was suddenly removed from 

""A 11 little girl of eleven dogs wh o were most dear to her. AH 
her country home, and f om ^ but n0 one, in the confusion thought 

the se dogs went to comfortably ^ whQ was almost one with the dogs ; 


these dogs went m — chiId> who was almost one w .u. u. e uogs ; 

of giving particulars toll who b it any one else at the time, 

so much so that a o\ ^ her puppies about. 

allowed this little gin • fftot he house of a relative, where there 

Well, the child wen • ^ wdl in t he week, but every Sunday 

were many othei regularly she said she felt ill, and went 

fed. Complain, of .his was sen, .„ her 
:iC - 1 could nowise understand it When .he little girl wen, back to 
,1 he, in London, she was simply told to ge, ready for church-and 
went without a word, but became quite white and ill directly the service 
commenced. Her mother took her home, and quietly questioned her. Alter 
a struggle the child said, crying bitterly, “Mother, I can’t forget my dogs. 
The minute the organ begins it brings it all back to me. I didn’t want to 
make you sorry, but I can’t forget the dear dogs ! ” 

The moment the mother understood, she wrote to friends who could get 
the latest information of the pets so mourned, and when satisfying informa- 
tion was imparted to Dolly, she gained health and spirits her over-sensitive 
heart had made her repress all feeling when parting with the dogs, lest she 

should grieve her mother — and for two months she told her trouble to 

no one. 

Let mothers guard the nervous and sensitive— not to foster these weak- 
nesses, but by good comradeship to overcome them. 

M. Douglas. 


not for invention or" ^ 1S - n ° l ^ ni ' e ’ n0t *° r battle, and ^ er i nte ^ ect ' S 
decision.”— Ruskin Creatl0n ’ ^ ut f° r sweet ordering, arrangement, 


Notes and Queries. 


Two of our favourite song-books were not mentioned in the article on 
Nursery Songs in the March number— “ Merrie Games in Rhyme from ye 
Olden Time, Hon. E. M. Plunket (Wells, Gardner & Co.), and Henry 
Leslie’s “Songs for Little Folks” (Cassell).— M. L. H. I). 


I should be very grateful for some hints how to teach a girl of ten to be 
quick over such things as dressing and undressing, preparing for a walk, & c . 
If I try to “ hurry her up ” it seems to make her slower. I know from 
conversation with other young mothers that my difficulty is a very common 
one, and we feel sure that your advice in the pages of the Parents' Review 
would be helpful to many'. My little girl is an only child, and . . 

she is constantly with me, and This 

dawdling over dressing, &c., is an almost daily difficulty, and yet she is not 
by any means of a heavy, lethargic nature. She is remarkably light and 
active in mind and body. Is it wise to offer little rewards for quickness? 
The natural punishment for not being ready for a walk would be to be left 
at home ; but, then, one grudges their missing the fresh air.— Mutter. 

I should be so very glad to know where to get any reliable 
information as to schools for boys. It has struck me that questions 
asked in the Review might very possibly be answered privately 
by' members who would be willing to write direct to t ose 
publish their questions— so many people do not mind vri mg a 
who would shrink from the unknown difficulties of appear ' » p ‘ 
I was wondering also whether some members joiikl no ^ P eed 

on their copies of the Review to those mot leis pei iaps n 
of help than any others, who, through 

even a monthly sixpence. Applications for sue 1 a , , c y. 

to help, might come better through you than any o le cove rs 

[We must answer this kindly and suggestivejetter at^once, a ^ ^ 
points raised by many conesponc en s. ^ excep ting through the 
recommend schools, classes, &c. . ’ But we hope that our 

medium of advertisements, would be mv.diou . « djrectory . T o this 

educational advertisements will, in tune, or ‘ ^ us recom niended by 

end we propose that advertisements which ^ sha u enable us to 

two subscribers, and accompanied by such shall be inserted 

„f ,1 1A .vnrk and. if necessary, to make 4 the Review 


judge of the work, and, if necessary , to ma ’ j as g e d in the Review 
a. a reduced ra.e. We .hink i. best .ha. and >|s0j that « may 

should be answered therein, for the bciu 




